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The	Board	of	Regents	of	the	University	of	Minnesota	was	established	by	the	University	Charter	
passed	by	the	Legislative	Assembly	of	the	Territory	of	Minnesota	in	the	Territorial	Laws	1851,	
Chapter	3;	and	this	establishment	was	perpetuated	by	the	Constitution	of	the	State	of	Minnesota,	
Article	XIII,	Section	3.	
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The	name	of	the	body	corporate	shall	be	Regents	of	the	University	of	Minnesota.	The	corporation	
shall	have	a	seal	on	which	shall	be	inscribed	the	name	of	the	corporation.	
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The	government	of	the	University	of	Minnesota	shall	be	vested	in	a	Board	of	twelve	Regents	as	
provided	in	the	University	Charter	as	approved	in	1851	by	the	Legislative	Assembly	of	the	Territory	
of	Minnesota	and	affirmed	in	1857	in	the	Constitution	of	the	State	of	Minnesota,	and	as	amended	
thereafter.	
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The	officers	of	the	Board	of	Regents	shall	consist	of	the	Chancellor	as	ex	officio	President,	Chair,	
Vice	Chair,	Secretary,	and	Treasurer.	The	Chair	and	Vice	Chair	shall	be	elected	from	members	of	the	
Board	of	Regents,	but	the	Secretary	and	Treasurer	need	not	be	members	of	the	Board	of	Regents.	
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The	officers	of	the	Board	of	Regents,	except	the	President,	shall	be	elected	for	a	two-year	term	
which	shall	commence	on	July	1	of	the	odd-numbered	year	following	the	annual	meeting	or	shall	
serve	until	their	successors	are	elected.	The	Board	of	Regents	shall	have	the	power	to	remove	any	
officer	when	in	its	judgement	the	interest	of	the	University	requires	it.	
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1. Chancellor.	The	Board	of	Regents	by	formal	action	on	June	12,	1943,	resolved	that	the	
Chancellor	shall	also	be	known	and	designated	as	the	President	of	the	University	of	
Minnesota.	The	President	shall	be	ex	officio,	non-voting,	President	of	the	Board	of	Regents	
and	shall	perform	such	duties	as	set	forth	in	these	bylaws	or	otherwise	required	by	the	
Board.	

The	President	of	the	University	shall	be	elected	by	the	Board	of	Regents	whenever	there	is	a	
vacancy	and	shall	hold	office	at	the	pleasure	of	the	Board.	If	the	President	is	unable	to	serve,	
as	determined	by	the	Board	of	Regents,	the	Board	may	designate	an	Acting	President.	

2. Chair.	The	Chair	shall	preside	at	the	meetings	of	the	Board	of	Regents.	The	Chair	shall	name	
and	identify	the	duties	and	responsibilities	of	all	committees,	and	shall	fill	committee	
vacancies	arising	from	any	cause	whatsoever	in	the	same	manner.	The	Chair	shall	be	
empowered	and	authorized	to	execute	such	instruments	and	documents	which	would	
devolve	upon	the	principal	corporate	officer.	

3. Vice	Chair.	In	the	absence	of	the	Chair,	the	Vice	Chair	shall	perform	the	duties	ordinarily	
performed	by	the	Chair	of	the	Board	of	Regents.	

4. Secretary.	It	shall	be	the	duty	of	the	Secretary	to	record	all	of	the	proceedings	of	the	Board	
of	Regents	and	all	committees	of	the	Board	of	Regents	and	to	carefully	preserve	all	of	its	
records.	The	Secretary	shall	be	the	custodian	of	the	corporate	seal	of	the	Regents	of	the	
University	of	Minnesota	and	
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Approved	minutes	of	the	proceedings	of	the	Board	of	Regents	shall	be	kept	by	the	Secretary,	who	
shall	cause	them	to	be	preserved	and	accessible	to	the	members	of	the	Board	of	Regents,	members	
of	the	University	community,	and	the	public.	All	lengthy	reports	shall	be	included	in	the	docket	
materials	and	referred	to	in	the	minutes.	The	minutes	shall	reflect	the	votes	cast	in	Board	of	
Regents	meetings	and	in	committee	meetings	on	matters	recommended	to	the	Board	of	Regents	for	
action.	The	Secretary	shall	ensure	that	the	minutes,	docket	materials,	and	all	video	recordings	are	
preserved	by	University	Archives.		
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The	Chair	may	decide	that	regular	or	special	meetings	of	the	Board	or	any	of	its	committees	and	
regular	meetings	may	be	held	by	telephone	or	video	conferencing.	For	purposes	of	such	a	meeting,	
all	Regents	who	are	connected	by	telephone	or	video	conference	shall	count	toward	a	quorum	and	
may	participate	and	vote.	The	Secretary	shall	gi
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3. Authorize	necessary	emergency	funding.		

4. Other	actions	necessary	to	ensure	the	continuity	of	University	operations.		

The	remaining	Regents	may	continue	to	act	to	ensure	the	continuity	of	University	operations	until	a	
quorum	of	the	Board	is	restored.	
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The	Bylaws	may	


